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Join us at the 

Fidelity SERIES

SERIES

Sept. 7th, 14th and 21st 

Under 12, 12-14, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 
40-49, 50-59, 60+, Stroller, Pet

For more information:

Call: 345.949.5836

2 Mile Race starts 7:30am 
at John Gray High School 

Divisions:  

FidelityH E A LT H  

Aspiring filmmakers re-
cently spent a week in the 
Big Apple, honing their 
skills and learning what 
it takes to create a film.

Matthew Whittaker, 
17, and Marianne Mc-
Murdo,13, winners of 
the 2013 Young Image 

Makers Short Film Com-
petition, hosted by the 
Cayman National Cul-
tural Foundation, spent a 
week this summer at the 
New York Film Academy, 
described as having “the 
most hands-on intensive 
programs in the world.” 

With temperatures 
nudging the 100 degree 
mark, it was hot, hard work 
for the students, and there 
was much to learn about 
the art of making movies.  

As part of the course, 
each participant made his 
or her own film from con-

cept to completion. 
“The idea of having 

full control on a project 
that means something to 
you is quite a freeing ex-
perience,” said Matthew. 
“One thing I learned that I 
thought was quite pivotal 
to know was that when-
ever I’m working with ac-
tors, when doing a scene, I 
need to let the actor know 
what their character’s in-
tentions are and what their 
reasoning for what they do 
is, because for an actor to 
do something and not know 
why he or she has done it 
would be quite pointless.”

The writing section 

was a favorite for Mari-
anne. “I enjoyed this be-
cause I love writing, and 
that was one of the main 
things that made me enjoy 
making films: having the 
ideas I’ve written come to 
life,” she said. “In the future 
I can see myself wanting to 
become a screenwriter/di-
rector and writer of films.”

Marianne also said 
she learned a great 
deal about the different 
roles on a film set. 

“For instance, I knew 
what a director did, but 
I didn’t have a com-
plete understanding of 
his role before coming. 

Also, the complex roles of 
the cinematographer.”

There was no shortage 
of technical information to 
be gleaned on the workings 
of the camera, and features 
such as white balance, 
zebra stripes, and so on, 
the students say, and both 
concluded that they had a 
far greater sense of overall 
control from behind the 
camera than in front of it. 

Matthew and Marianne 
both returned from New 
York with the firm convic-
tion that they want to work 
in the film industry and 
are grateful to have had 
the opportunity to attend. 

The New York Film Academy, where Matthew Whittaker and Marianne McMurdo spent a week learning about the movie industry.

Cocktails and Cabaret show 
lifts aviation scholarship
HannaH Reid

After adding an im-
promptu matinee per-
formance to accom-
modate the number of 
people requesting tickets, 
this year’s Cocktails and 
Cabaret charity con-
cert performance raised 
more than $6,000 for 
the Zak Quappe Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund.

Cocktails and Cabaret 
is the brainchild of actor 
and singer Melanie Ebanks. 
She launched the event 
last year, with proceeds 
from the solo show going 
toward a new performing 
arts center at George 
Town Primary School.

This year’s performance 
was dedicated to Ebanks’ 
cousin Zak Quappe, who 
died earlier this year.

All profits from the per-
formances went to the Zak 
Quappe Memorial Schol-

arship Fund to provide 
financial assistance to 
young Caymanians who 
have an interest in flying.  

Ebanks was not alone 
this time around, taking to 
the stage with several well-
known local performers, 
including Zak’s parents 
Chuck and Barrie Quappe.

The troupe of singers 
were accompanied by Glen 
Inanga on piano as they 
sang rousing renditions of 
hits from popular musi-
cals like Wicked and Rent.

Crowd favorites in-
cluded Ebanks singing 
Alto’s Lament, David Ver-
hoeven singing I Believe 
from The Book of Mormon, 
Rory Mann singing Telly 
from Matilda, and Lani 
Bothwell making her stage 
debut with Bring on the 
Men from Jekyll and Hyde.

The profits from the 
event were enough to send 
a young Caymanian to at-

tend flight school this year.
Approximately $5,790 

of the total $6,938 raised 
came from ticket sales, 
with additional dona-
tions making up the rest.

Trees4life, another ini-
tiative in support of the 
Zak Quappe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, was re-
cently launched by Jeff 
and Kelly McGlashan 
of Cayman Flying Club, 
where Zak was employed.

For every Christmas tree 
purchased through Tree-
s4Life, the program will 
donate $10 to the fund.

Those interested in pur-
chasing a tree may visit 
www.trees4lifecayman.com.

For further information about 
the Zak Quappe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, contact Sheree 
Ebanks at sebanks@me.com, 
Karie Bergstrom at kbergstrom@
me.com, or Jeff McGlashan at 
jeff@caymanflyingclub.com.

     Young 
filmmakers
       inspired




